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| Alteration and 4 Improvement 


7 Publick Revenues, 


| . H E Popular Writers Have 
been for ſeveral Weeks 
ſounding the Alarm, and 
| 1 Terrors ET an Exciſe ; * 
nay, a General Exciſe, ſaid to be 
intended by the Adminiſtration. 
The ſimple Word Exciſe would not 
0 oe: enough ; People have 
4124 been 


> » 
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; A 3 uſed both to the Ne 

and che Practice of it; nor have 
ever theſe Writers, as far as I re- 
member, mentioned one Inſtance 
of . Oppreſſion committed by the 
Officers who colle it: But a Ge- 
neral Exciſe. is a Word big with 
Oppreſſion and Affright, and there- 
fore muſt be rung in the Ears of 
the People; Sake is, they are to be 
terrified Seen! Weeks ſucceſſively 
with a Chimera, with An; Evil which 
can never befall them, r as it can ne- 


es 12 A would ed 
W. Robey upon them; as it would 
"raiſe the Price,and conſequentlyleſ- 
ſen the Quantity oftheit daily Bread: 

A barbatrox 3 never meant! 


i - 
4 


x wicked to ſuggeſt and warn. 
it, as a Thing 'reſolved. and con- 


Judgments, ;,and. then, claim the 


; eee det en % 


"tak 


certed. I his. is pitiful Quackery 
below a Man of common Veracity. 


But it anſwers particular Ends, 
which are agreeable to angry Spi- 


rits, always very narrow and un- 


juſt. — — they are ſure 
cannot happen; and they, by bold- 


ly boretelling chem, have dhe He- 
nour and Fame Of 
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This 1 the PWT "ch, fain 5 
Dealing and. Importance of the 
Romilh, Friers, who firſt e 
terrible approaching Woes and 


e them 
t power- 
ful Interceſſion. "This Kind of fall 


by their early, Fo 


ſently detected; but tis worthy 
only of Quacks and Friers; and 
Fame acquired at the Expence of 
Truth, is but a miſerable Acquiſi- 
tion. Tis like falſe Coin, ſcorned 

and rejected, and its Value annihi- 
Alted, as ſoon as tis known: | Ls 
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| -"Tobaceo and Wines are the only 


Commodities which I believe have 
a thought of as proper to bear 
We Exciſe, | Fey already pay a 
ty.: by” 8 ' Cuſtoms, but 
80000 infinitely more, were 
| 2 to Exciſe. They bear 
Gi now a Duty by Law ; Where 
is the Harm, where the Terror of 
Another Law to collect that ty 
—— - And how does 


1 
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3 OY ad to e 
. into their own "Pockets 4 
"What" fair Objection can there be 
„ ZoaTLaw, Which is chiefly intended 
to fu pport the Publick; that is, all 
Wen, apainſt the Frauds and Fer- 

; jut) W 5 


To the People it . T hinter 
ac, ſince it Hah to leſſen, 
and * to aboliſh the and- 
Hu; a Tax A falls. Rely | 

A upon ler, eightuing the 
"Rents of Lands, 1185 cube | 
f Bread and Drink; and. 'other . 
Food: So that what the Land þ A) 155 ; 
the People too pa Aud 5 
Wine, the Price 75 it would. OM | 
affect them though it were higher ; : 
And yet by this Law, even that : 
Price would not be taiſed; be- 
des that, it would prevent the 
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55 10) : 
"Wins of Poyſon under the Name 
„f Wine, as Who y, and has 
_ been! long done; 'F  infomuch,, that 

while they. are paying for; Wine, 
1 drink none, but only 2 vile 
"Mixture brewed of cheap p, miſer- 


Able, and pernicious Materials: . 
Neither will Tobacco, when ſub- 


dea w Exciſe, be fold any derer 


©" Where then is the Harallüp ? 
0 here that I know, except in 


K — — « __ 
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* xaffonate” eee -who yet 
have not ſaid one Word to the Far 
FX fe about this particular Exciſe, 
againſt it. They have declaim- 

bf 4 Ka made long Quotations a- 
. gainſt all Taxes and Impoſitions 
in general, ſuch as no Nation, 
. free, can ever be . 
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Türe fir” therefore — 
nothing, N | 


| to. Ia har Toblech IWikes? 


ay fler. They“ 
— w d age e 4 | 


Exciſe ; no ſuch Thi as qr is 


re oP! nor can eve, de effected. 


e al if th 
in 8 


eluge AJ 65 1 Tal 
FI be Wok : 
pretend 


been keafobing 


Gonflagra I eration 5 3 
i Sep? id, do they 


loud | payne Duty N N tliere 


2 Law for it! Have they 
ſaid, 86 the) pretend + fx, "That® | 


it is aß Unfeafonable Law.? No 7 


Akt hr Ke they Fc They” 
have ſuid a great Deal without one 
Argument againſt Exciſes, and | 


declared themſelves Againſt Exci- 
ſing Tobacco and W 


that is 
inſt Tevying! * e ee 
DOoNmD "Wa | laid 
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a falſe 9 — 
and moral 


N this J TIT 
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Veraci- 
them Ae 
1 Poon 


e eee, 
What en bee juſt achat: 
3 Tx sante bac 


| thoſe who projected it; it woul 


Zain procuite them Thanks inſtaacd 


 rendex.oflious and terrible? Exaiſa | 
when more advantegdets and> lak 


PointepdDiſingien, andibyiitice 


*y, . os 
of: Cuſtoms fail and that.of Exe 
6.09 N . ciſe 


as it is conceived and meant by 


OM. every, impartiał Man in (By i- 
of: Clamoun Hus Eeople are blige 


dad bu Naiſ, Doelamatian, and 


ria n 3 
Iaventens:: 1) mn; THT Emu 10 


10 J Hobbit bas oawtiM4 loot” 


:: WhatHarm is mitheWordExogft; 
Which ſe much Pains are taken to 


griewous chan the Cuſtoms, is a do 
rahle Thing. Cuſtochs, when 


 heayiat; and. Jeff Seu! chan kak 


ble Things. „Here ia the; plain 


the Affair in- Hand hertried i Ia 
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277 bold 1019 | otlve Slot: 
dt Tea ho. 
eta wi 1 is A 

ght Oaſualties, — N 
Pain, . which are the Concomitants 
of human Life, inſeparable:from the 
Lot of Nature, and indeed Part of 


ahd/Evilin che World, thete muſt 
beikatrs and Takes! Per Taws too 


_ are often Grierances, and always a 


Reſtraint: up the natural Free- 
dot / of Man In this View, an A 
InzeRive apainſt: Laws, 6s bey Ly 


beth br an bee 


S 1 


(xs. ) 
Combinations agai 
of Laws, as what 


"ke chat to 5 1 of the 
"inevitable Misforty nesof the World, 
to rail ſeverely at them, and to 
harangue copioufly about them, 


becomes an acceptable and pleaſing 


Office to many; we ſee how it 
La . warms and rouſes — 5 and ſets 
| them ſometimes upon ſeeking Re- 
medies ag wn 8 thatare in- 


rable. fLFSTOGU 23 gel 128 * 1 e 
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x r if, 3 goci- 


ety could ſubſiſt without any Preſ- 


ſure upon the Subject, without 

Contribution or Payment, it would 
be „ and cruel to make any 
De- 
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_— 18 utter impoſſible, 28 


W R 


But as 


muſt be Impoſitioris, 14 Mt” p 
pay for the Support of all, human 

dom and COmpaſfion can 45 50 no 
more than to contrive that ſuch Im- 
Nef be laid with all Pe 


_— 


as ar therefor is Con 


— 404 Tax Gatherers the 
"Conſequences of Taxes. Doubtleſs 
"both: are-incotivenient,. but both are 
and Will always be neceſ- 
dry as long as Government ſubfiſts 


 Avovwwhete enn a Tax be more 
dh) Kid, than upon Com- 
ry. to. human 
"Lite; but only. uſed trough Cu 
dem And Luxury ? If Particulars 
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cannot By for ſuch, why do ey 


5 ſuch # Lon” — Have them, 


| the whole, 5 55 wen a Part o- 


there Nothing, and the greateſt 
Offenders be che f greateſt Gainers, 
and the moſt Dare ? Why ſhould 

a neceſſary Tax be in a great Mea- 


| 1 8 loſt to the Publick, and only 
| ſerve to enrich a few fraudulent and 


guilty Men? Why ſhould not Pro- 


5 viſion be made a gainſt 1 


Fraue ds and falſe Oaths N 


Nor is it to its weed at that 


. they who practiſe or gain by ſuch 
C F Frauds 


| 79920 L 
= . = £5 are 4 5 removing them. 
. Mien love themſelves Ling than 
| they do the Publick, love unjuſt 
{ | 4 " rather than none. But a is 


f | very wonderful, at leaſt very u 

| reaſonable, that ſuch as get no- 

Wo thing by defrauding the Publick, 

it : ſhould yet join in che Clamour of 

Wes 9 It may be natural for 

* a Grocer or a Tobacconiſt who may 
haye come by his Tea or Tobacco 

without paying Duty, yet ſells at as 
high a Price as if he had, to be an- 

gty at a Method which will oblige 

him to pay it; but why ſhould his 

. N eighbour who is a Wollen dra. 
per, and other Tradeſmen not 
bound to pay any ſuch Duty, be 

4 angry too ? It cannot hurt them 
" chat be n ed to be bead. 1 
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The Way by 8 8 angty 

and intereſted to 10 Man and incenſe 
others, is very baſe and indeed 85 
ſurd. But as the many Race” g 
or will not diſtinguiſh between 
Truth and Aſſertion, between pe 
probable. and improbable, or be- 
tween the improbable and the 2 
poſſible, they are eternally liable to 
be deceived and enraged. by ſuch as 
affirm without Scruple, / whenever 
they ean convince with out Proof. 
To prevent thetefore'a particular” . 

| Exciſe upon one or two Foreign 
Commodities of Luxury, which 
are already, and have always been 
taxed, but never pr produced a Tax 
half equal, to the Duty laid; theſe 
Men have rung the Changes upon 5 
General Exciſe, an Exciſe upon 
daily Bread, and every Thing ne- 
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Minds of the 
rather Sg but the Ge- * 


b 2 e would be a 
Monſter. 
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Nation. But if there 
in all this but down 
and. bold elde, 


89 * 


ous. Tniquity to 


eie Fi 


Is it not - moſt monſtrous to e 
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nough, 22 
1 id 13 5 to . 


F 


it it „ kk it not more mon-. 


a to dest : and publiſh it it 


| > 41 0% | 
| falſe Tertors,! arid falſe Proplieey ? 


Is this Patriotiſm, to labour to pre- 
vent ſo notable a Benefit to the 
Publick, as that of leſſening 
removing one of the moſt 
Impoſitions that ever it bore, 4 

mean that upon Land) and this by 
laying no new Tax at all, but only 


* 
12 
£37 . 


by contriving an effectual Method of 


_—_— that already laid A: What is 
Calumny, what is E to the 


ac 
State, if this be not, cruelly to 
cuſe innocent Men, violently 


Crime they charge would be very 
Crime they cha it true; their Guile 
of charging it when tis falſe, is 
Tn great and heinous, Will 
they fay, that it was! intended; 


but they defeated it? This is a ; 
} Peſence th that * be urged by 


every | 


— 


or 


to 
oppoſe publick Good ? As tlie 


1 
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(- 22 Js | Ei 
every falſe Accuſer in the Worlds . 
and no Man, be he .everoſo' virtu- 
ous, ever ſo unſpotted, can at this 
Rate ever eſcape the Imputation of 
the worſt Purpoſes and Counſels, 97 
whenever any Slanderer is found 
ſufficiently hardned 1 malicious 2 
to accuſe hinvoffuch. Port of Nr! 


23 4 
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Stunt 27d 
Aster all this Gilman, all this. 
heavy C 


harge of terrible Deſigns, 
which all end in a new Method or 
collecting an old Duty; or, in 
other Words, in the; RC ö of an 
D aking one more 
ſuffcient: What are the mighty 
Objections againſt Exciſing two 
Commadities, inſtead of continu- 
ing them ſubjected to Cuſtoms 8 
It is no more than a Deſign of 
miſirig a much greater Sum out of 
the lame Tax > Without ww 
at 


„ 

that Tax higher. It is only 
improving the Publick Revenue, 
ot and doing Juſtice to the Publick, 
Without an Hardſhip upon Parti- 
culars. It is a Proviſion againſt 
Frauds and Perjury; an old Impo- | 
ſition abſolutely neceſſary, and | 
therefore never complained of, but 1 
- hitherto always unequally and par- 
_ tially paid, now to be continued 
upon a better and equal Foot, ſo 
- as that all who deal in ſuch Com- 
-  modities, ſhall pay in Proportion 
to the Quantity of their Dealings 
and Gains; and that none ſhall. 
make great Gains, as they have hi- 
therto done, without contributing 

B their due e to the Tax. 
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„ an ry What can be W or juſter, 
or more reconcilable to common 
Senſe 
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— there | this — 
Stheſe -Pannick Fears, and theſe 
Combinations ? | Are they not all 
rcauſed by the Corruption of | ſame, 
 >cbyithe-Folly of more, and by the 
| tights; and hold Falſhoods and | MiC- 


| :5repreſentations-of others? They 


+Y who: gain by cheating the P ublick, 
J eue cheat it ſtill, and account 
it bigh Inju ſtice to be forced. ti be 
Juſt. Such alſo Who find - their 


on Paſſions gratifyed by rouſing 


the Paſſions of the People, are not 
over ſtrict or | conſcientious! in the 
Informations and Warnings. which 
| — are _ — ling out to 
them; 30 and ha e preſented 
Exciſe, every 225 Cf 5 - 2s 


* # SH e 2 £ 2 © o | ; | : 
terrible and odious, poſſeſs 3 
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10 next 


„ 
next with a frightful Notion, that 
this ane cio, Exciſe, this En- 
of "Miſery;: this Introduction 
and Bond of 'Blajery; is ju ſt be- 
— "Univerſal? The Zeluded 


Peoples Who believe all that theſe 


their Teachers tell them, the mort 
for being ſtideking, and not the 
leſs for being im 
all chis implicitly, fancy that their 
Bead and Meat are already Exci- 
$d; and clierefore the Price greatly 
Sakſedgi ſee Famine and Exciſemen 
A ng Rem in the Face, pow" 
| with imagirmry 0 on 

and Danger: Dd chey Enki! 
in theſe Meir Frier ds, thus to mi- 
leach and affrightthem # | Y ody 01 
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I would ask any nen 
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555 thoſe — as are aſſigned for 
ſuch Goods; all the other Rooms 
of ſuch Houſes being as inacceſſible | 

to the Officers 'of 
_ Houle of an 


Exciſe, as 4 
te Perſon who 
I n Eitel Commo- 


5 (27) 
are publick Houſes; publick Shops | 
and publik Warehouſes for ws. 
lick Dealings, where People are 
2 3 and why not an 
e do no more than 
. and if he do, the Law 
has provided a Remedy. Let theſe 
Complainers own the Truth, that 
they would gladly ſell taxed Com- 
modities as dear as if they ha 
paid the Tax, without having 
paid the Tax : If they act fairly 
and conceal nothing, the Officer 
cannot in the leaſt hurt them. 1 
know no Duty that harms the Shop- 
5 ke. and Retailer, who always 
raiſes it upon the Buyer and Oon- 
ſumer. It is therefdre no ſmall 
Confidence in Shopkeepers to com- 
plain of any Taxes, much more to 
rail at an Exciſe; ſinoe by doing ſo 


Ds they 


8 + 


P | 
ee e 1) oH e * 


they in a. — — ö confeſs... t 


would'payino.Diuy, and yet make 
their Cuſtomers pay it. 1 FVIIigocl 
Nu goa on 05 51 ii um HAN 
Tam alwayswerg glad to ſcæ ſuch 
Men, and all Men thryg, hut: it | 
i not gratebib nat juſt to; ghrive | 
* andcomplaiix!; \nay; to complain 8 
without a Grievancſmee . 
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Much mate r Sen 
ſubject to a heav 
Auſßection of An- Officer; hinge, he 
as liable tabave'the Stock upon his 
Aſtate ſeized, if from: being alrea- 
_—_— 3 f aud wu tterly T2 
hauſted b | 


„ 
This may ſuffice in general, in 


Anſwer to general Suggeſtions: 


When we ſee further what is inten- 
ded by the Adminiſtration with 
reſpect to any particular Exciſe, it 

vill then be Time enough to take 
it into a more particular Conſidera- 
tion. e 5 5 : 
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